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Hi storical  Backgr ound to loss of  ai rcr af t 66-16185 (Huey  UH- 1H)  

Oper at i on Lam Son 719 was a l imi ted- obj ect ive of fensi ve campai gn conduct ed in 

sout heast ern portion of  the Ki ngdom of  Laos  by the armed f orces of  the Republ i c of  Vi et nam 

( Sout h Vi et nam)  bet ween 8 Febr uary  and 25 Mar ch 1971,  duri ng the Vi et nam War .  The 

Uni t ed St at es provi ded logi st ical ,  aerial ,  and arti llery  suppor t  to the operat i on,  but  i ts ground 

f orces wer e prohi bi ted by law f rom ent ering Laot ian ter ritory.  The obj ective of  the campai gn 

was t he di srupt ion of  a possi bl e fut ure of fensi ve by the Peopl e' s Ar my of  Vi et nam ( PAVN) ,  

whose l ogi st ical  syst em wi t hi n Laos was known as the Ho Chi  Mi nh Tr ai l  (the Tr uong Son 

Road t o Nor t h Vi et nam) .   

By l aunchi ng such a spoi l ing at tack agai nst  PAVN' s  long- establ ished logi stical  system,  the 

Amer i can and Sout h Vi et namese hi gh commands hoped t o resol ve several  pressi ng issues.  

A qui ck vi ctory  in Laos woul d bol ster  the mor al e and conf i dence of  the Ar my of  the Republ i c  

of  Vi et nam ( ARVN) ,  whi ch was al ready hi gh in the wake of  the successf ul  Cambodi an 

Campai gn of  1970.  It woul d al so serve as proof  posi tive that  Sout h Vi et namese f orces coul d 

def end thei r nat ion in the face of  the cont inui ng wi thdrawal  of  U. S.  gr ound combat  forces 

f rom t he theatre (known as Vi et nami sat i on).  The oper at ion woul d be,  ther ef ore,  a test  of  that  

pol i cy  and ARVN' s  capabi l i ty to operat e  ef fect ivel y  by itsel f . 

Because of  the Sout h Vi et namese need f or  security whi ch precl uded thorough pl anni ng,  and 

poor  execut ion,  Oper at i on Lam Son 719 col lapsed when f aced by the det ermi ned resi stance.  

The campai gn was a di sast er  for  the ARVN,  deci mat i ng some of  its best  uni ts and 

dest royi ng the conf idence that  had been bui lt up over  the previ ous three years.  

Bet ween 1959 and 1970,  the Ho Chi  Mi nh Trai l  had become t he key logi st ical  artery for  

PAVN and t he Nat i onal  Fr ont  for  the Li ber at ion of  Sout h Vi et nam ( NLF or  commonl y ,  Vi et  

Cong) ,  in thei r ef fort  to conduct  mi l i tary operat ions to toppl e the U. S. -suppor ted government  

of  Sout h Vi et nam and cr eat e a uni fied nat ion.  Runni ng f rom t he sout h west ern corner  of  

Nor t h Vi et nam t hrough sout heast ern Laos and int o the west ern portions of  Sout h Vi et nam,  

t he t rai l  system had been t he target  of  cont inuous U. S.  aeri al  int erdi ct ion ef forts  that  had 

begun i n 1966.  Onl y smal l -scal e covert  operat i ons in suppor t  of  the ai r campai gns had,  

however ,  been conduct ed on the ground insi de Laos to hal t  the flow of  men and suppl i es on 

t he t rai l .  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Army_of_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ho_Chi_Minh_trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_the_Republic_of_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_the_Republic_of_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viet_Cong


Si nce 1966,  over  630, 000 men,  100, 000 tons of  foodst uf fs,  400, 000 weapons,  and 50, 000 

t ons of  ammuni t i on had travel ed through the maze of  gr avel  and di rt roads,  pat hs,  and river  

t ransportat ion syst ems t hat  cri sscrossed sout heaster n Laos and whi ch linked up wi th a 

si mi l ar  logi st ical  syst em i n nei ghbori ng Cambodi a known as t he Si hanouk Tr ai l . However ,  

f ol lowi ng the overthrow of  Pri nce Nor odom Si hanouk  in 1970,  the pro-Amer i can Lon Nol  

r egi me had deni ed the use of  the port  of  Si hanoukvil le to communi s t  shi ppi ng.  St rat egi cal ly,  

t hi s  was an enor mous bl ow t o the Nor t h Vi et namese ef f ort , si nce 70 percent  of  al l  mi l i tary 

suppl i es  that  supported its ef fort  in the far  sout h had moved t hrough the port .  A further  bl ow 

t o the logi stical  system i n Cambodi a had come i n the spring and summer  of  1970,  when U. S.  

and ARVN f or ces had crossed the border  and at tacked PAVN/ NLF Bas e Ar eas duri ng the 

Cambodi an Campai gn.  

Wi t h the partial  dest ruction of  the Nor th Vi et namese l ogi st ical  syst em i n Cambodi a,  the U. S.  

headquar t ers in Sai gon det ermi ned that  the time was r i ght  for  a si mi l ar  campai gn in Laos.  If 

such an oper at ion wer e to be car ried out ,  the U. S.  command bel i eved,  it  woul d be best  to do 

i t  qui ckl y,  whi l e Amer i can mi l i tary asset s wer e st i ll availabl e in Sout h Vi et nam.  Such an 

oper at ion woul d creat e suppl y shor tages that  woul d be fel t by PAVN/ NLF f orces 12 -- 18 

mont hs l at er,  as the last  U. S.  t roops wer e leavi ng Sout h Vi et nam and t hereby gi ve the U. S.  

and i ts al ly a respi te from a possi bl e communi st  of fensi ve in the Nor t hern provi nces for  one 

year ,  possi bl y  even two.   

Ther e wer e increasi ng si gns of  heavy communi s t  logi st ical  act ivi ty in sout heaster n Laos,  

ac t i vi ty whi ch heral ded just  such a Nor t h Vi et namese of f ensi ve.  Communi st  of fensi ves 

usual l y  took pl ace near  the concl usi on of  the Laot i an dry season (from Oct ober  through 

Mar ch)  and,  for  PAVN l ogi st ical  forces,  the push to move suppl i es  through the system came 

dur i ng the hei ght  of  the season.  One U. S.  int el l igence re por t  est imat ed that  90 percent  of  

PAVN mat er i el  comi ng down t he Ho Chi  Mi nh Tr ai l  was bei ng funnel ed int o the thr ee 

nor t hernmost  provi nces of  Sout h Vi et nam,  indi cat ing forwar d st ockpi l ing in prepar at ion for  

of fensi ve act ion.  Thi s  bui ld-up was al armi ng to bot h Washi ngt on and the Amer i can 

command,  and pr ompt ed the percei ved necessi ty  for  a spoi l ing at tack to der ail  fut ure 

communi s t  obj ectives 

For  the Nor t h Vi et namese,  the Rout e 9 --  Sout hern Laos Vi ctory,  was vi ewed as a compl et e 

success.  The mi l i tary expansi on of  the Ho Chi   

 

 

CONFI DENTI AL 

PAGE 04   SAI GON 07254  261318 Z 

45 

ACTI ON   EA- 14 

I NFO  OCT- 01    ADP- 00   DPW- 01   IO- 12   PM- 09   NSC- 10   SS- 15   RSC- 01 

Mi nh Tr ail  to the west  whi ch had begun in 1970 at  the expense of   

Laot i an forces,  was qui ckl y accel erat ed.  Laot ian troops wer e soon wi thdrawi ng towar d the 

Mekong Ri ver  and a logi st ical  artery 60 mi l es  in wi dt h was soon expanded to 90 mi l es.  

Anot her  resul t of  the oper at ion was a firm deci si on by the Pol i tburo to launch a maj or  

convent i onal  invasi on of  Sout h Vi et nam i n earl y 1972,  pavi ng the way for  the Nguy ễn Huệ 

Of f ensi ve,  known i n the west  as the East er  Of f ensi ve.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sihanouk_Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norodom_Sihanouk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lon_Nol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sihanoukville_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ho_Chi_Minh_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mekong_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Offensive


Dur i ng Lam Son 719,  the U. S.  pl anner s had bel ieved that  any Nor th Vi et namese f orces that  

opposed t he incursi on woul d be caught  in the open and deci mat ed by the appl icat ion of  

Amer i can aeri al  mi ght ,  ei t her  in the form of  tactical  ai rst rikes or  ai r -mobi l i ty,  whi ch woul d 

pr ovi de ARVN t roops wi th superi or  bat tlef iel d maneuver i ng capabi l i ty.  Fi repower ,  as it  turned 

out ,  was deci si ve,  but  "i t went  in favour  of  the enemy. . .Ai rpower  pl ayed an impor t ant ,  but  not  

deci si ve rol e,  in that  it prevent ed a def eat  from becomi ng a di saster  that  mi ght  have been so 

compl et e as to encourage the Nor t h Vi et namese ar my t o keep movi ng right  int o Quang Tr i  

Pr ovi nce. "  

The number  of  helicopt ers destroyed or  damaged dur i ng the oper at i on shocked the 

pr oponent s of  U. S.  Ar my avi at ion and prompt ed a reeval uat ion of  basi c  ai rmobi l e doct rine.  

The 101st  Ai rborne Di vi si on al one,  for  exampl e,  had 84 of  i ts ai rcraf t  dest royed and anot her  

430 damaged.  Combi ned U. S. /ARVN hel i copt er  losses tot al ed 168 dest royed and 618 

damaged.  Dur i ng Lam Son 719 Amer i can hel icopt ers had flown mor e t han 160, 000 sorties 

and 19 U. S.  Ar my avi at ors had been ki l led,  59 wer e wounded,  and 11 wer e mi ssi ng at  its  

concl usi on.  Sout h Vi et namese hel i copt ers had flown an addi t ional  5, 500 mi ssi ons.  U. S.  Ai r 

For ce tactical  ai rcraf t  had flown mor e t han 8, 000 sor ties duri ng the incursi on and had 

dr opped 20, 000 tons of  bombs and napal m.  B- 52 bomber s  had flown anot her  1, 358 sorties  

and dr opped 32, 000 tons of  ordnance.  Seven U. S.  fixe d-wi ng ai rcraf t  wer e shot  down over  

sout hern Laos:  si x from t he Ai r For ce (two dead/ two mi ssi ng)  and one from t he Navy (one 

avi at or  ki l led) . [ 
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De t ai ls of  loss 

A hel i copt er  assaul t  on Tchepone was successful ,  wi th the abandoned vi l lage sei zed on 

Mar ch 6.  Two weeks of  hard combat  wer e necessary for  the ARVN t ask force to fight  its way 

back to Vi et nam.  Towar ds the end of  the removal ,  a hel icopt er  from Company B,  101st  

Av i at ion Bat tal ion,  101st  Ai rbor ne Di vi si on (Ai rmobi l e)  was l ost .   

The ai r craf t  commander ,  Maj or  Bar ker,  di st ingui shed hi msel f  whi l e pi lot ing an observat ion 

hel i copt er  during extract ion oper at ions of  Sout h Vi et namese t roops on LZ Br own,  Laos  

( si tuat ed bet ween FSB Lol a in the W and FSB Del t a 1 in the E) .  As hi s  ai rcraf t  approached 

t he pi ckup zone,  the enemy unl eashed a bar rage of  aut omat i c weapons f ire upon hi s 

hel i copt er,  forci ng the at tempt  to be abor ted.  On t he second approach,  the enemy f l ak was 

so i nt ense that  the rescue ef for t  was agai n aborted.  Sust ai ni ng severe bat tle damage t o hi s  

ai r craf t , Maj or  Bar ker  flew hi s cri ppl ed ai rshi p back to Khe Sanh.  Real i si ng that  the wounded 

per sonnel  needed immedi at e evacuat ion,  Maj or  Bar ker  mount ed anot her  hel icopt er  (#185)  

and agai n departed to the besi eged pi ckup zone.   

Maj or  Jack L.  Bar ker ,  in a Huey  UH- 1H,  t ai l  number  66- 16185,  agai n at tempt ed to land to 

ex t ract  ARVN t roops about  20 mi l es west  of  Khe Sanh at  LZ BROWN.  Dur i ng thi s at tempt ,  

t he ai rcraf t  came under  enemy f i re  (incl udi ng a report  of  the ai rcraf t  bei ng hi t wi th an RPG)  

and was seen t o spi n,  expl ode,  and cat ch fire,  then to break up in the ai r. No si gns of  

sur vi vors  wer e seen.  Because of  the presence of  enemy  f orces in the ar ea,  no subsequent  

sear ch coul d be made f or  survi vors.   

Four  men of  B Company,  101st  Avi at ion Bat tal ion,  ar e presumed t o have di ed in the crash:   

o ID No 252545785 MAJ Jack Lamar  Bar ker,  pi lot   

o ID No John Fr anci s  Dugan CPT John Fr anci s  Dugan,  co-pi lot    

o ID No 409847948 SGT Wi l l iam E.  Di l lender ,  crew chi ef   

o ID No 558686469 PFC John J.  Chubb,  gunner   

Not e:  See encl osed file phot ographs of  crew.  
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The hel i copt er  is  bel ieved to have come down i n rugged/ hi l ly ter rai n sout h of  Rout e 9 

appr oxi mat el y 12 mi l es E f rom Tchepone and SW of  the crossroads of  Rout es 9 (runni ng E-

W)  and 92 ( runni ng roughl y  N- S) .  Gi ven the cat astrophi c nat ure of  the ai rcraf t  fai lure 

( i ncl udi ng the repor t  of  fire)  the chances of  the ai rcraf t  bei ng recovered int act  is great ly 

di mi ni shed as is the pot ent ial  for  the di scovery of  subst ant ial  human r emai ns or  equi pment .  

Not e:  See at tached map and aer i al  phot o ref erence shot s  in bri ef ing pack  
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Taski ngs  and timi ngs 

Mi ssi on is to investigat e the ar eas assi gned to ascertai n whet her  the remai ns of  66- 16185 

and i ts crew member s ar e in those areas and if di scovered to commence t he forensi c 

i nvest igat ion of  the crash si te(s)  and ret rieve any human r emai ns for  repatriat ion to CONUS 

f or  pot ent ial  ident ificat ion and further  processi ng.  

The mi ssi on is  schedul ed for  1 day.   

Depar t  0700 Local  19071974 from hel i pad 

Schedul ed ret urn 1900 hrs Local  19071974.  Ret urn locat ion dependent  upon survey resul ts  

Br eakf ast  wi l l  be served from 0530 Local  19071974 in the mess hal l  

On pad --  0630 19071974 Local  

Pl anni ng and preparat i on act ivi ties --  end of  bri ef ing --  20000 hrs Local  18071974 

. El ement  commander  br i ef -backs  - 2030 hrs Local  18071974 in HQ bui l di ng mai n 

conf erence room.  

Radi o Fr equenci es and SOI  issued 2130 Local  18071974.  Comm cent re.  

Av i at ion asset s  from 70 Av i at ion Det achment ,  1st Avi at ion Bri gade --  brief i ng to fol low f or  

depl oyi ng el ement  commander s  at  1730 Local  18071974  in HQ bui l di ng mai n conf erence 

r oom 

JCRC wi l l  depl oy  2 3-man sur vey teams t o car ry out  ini tial  reconnai ssance and area 

sur veil lance.  

I nt erpret er (s)  wi l l  RV at  the pad.  

Li ai son of ficer s wi l l  be met  on the ground.  

 

Sur vey El ement  A 

El ement  A is to cover  area bounded by grids  XD515352.  Pri mar y  area is the nor thern sl opes 

of  the feat ure.  
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El ement  A Compos i t i on 

 SSG Bi shop --  El ement  Commander  

 SSG Ll oyd 

 SGT Ki l cl ine 

 SGT Chi l d 

 

Sur vey El ement  B 

El ement  B is to cover  area bounded by grids  XD515353.  Pri mar y  area is the pl at eau of  the 

spur  feat ure and the area to the sout h.  

El ement  B Compos i t i on 

 CAPT Hal l  --  El ement  Commander  

 CPO  Per ri n --  EOD 

 SGT De Gar s t on 

 

Ter r ai n 

Hi gh ground,  spur ,  to the sout h of  the Pone ri ver.  Ri si ng from t he val ley  floor  to over  1000 

f eet .  Mi xed veget at ion.  LZ SOPHI A EAST appr oxi mat el y 2 mi l es  to the N.  Rout e 9 runs 

appr oxi mat el y 5 mi l es  to the N,  wi th Rout e 92 runni ng 3 mi l es  to the E.  

Uni f or m and equi pment  

 Al l  el ement  member s  t o wear  cl early ident i fiabl e non-combat ant  JGs ensuri ng that  

cover age of  the hi gh vi si bi l ity  panel s is  kept  to a mi ni mum.   

 Hi gh Vi si bi l ity armbands t o be wor n if  troops ar e in possessi on of  them.  

 Head gear  --  booni es or  bal l caps --  to be wor n (add hi gh vi si bi l i ty st rip if desi red)  

 I ndi vi dual  equi pment  for  depl oyi ng el ement  member s  i s  to incl ude --   

o Mar ker  panel  --  hi gh vi si bi l ity 

o RT- 10 r adi o and spar e bat tery  

o Pi stol  bel t  (wi th 2 x M56 ammo case)  

o Mi ni mum 2 x  1 quar t  cant een and cant een cover   

o STABO har ness (wi th snap l inks)  

o Wor k gl oves (mi ni mum 1 pai r )  

o M44 Googl es  

o I ndi vi dual  first  ai d ki t 
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o 10 f eet  lengt h 550 cord 

o Whi st l e 

o Penkni f e / demo kni fe 

o Bol o,  machet e or  ut i l ity kni fe 

o Ent r enchi ng tool  (rigi d or  fol di ng)  

o Compass and maps  

o Chi nagr aph pencil  

o Lengt h of  mi ne tape to mar k  areas of  int erest  or  danger  

o Not ebook and penci l  

o Wat er  puri ficat ion tabl et s 

o Sl eepi ng equi pment  

o Poncho 

o Rat i ons and wat er  for  3 days  

o Rucksack  

NO WEAPO N OR ORDNANCE E. G.  FRAGMENT ATI ON,  WP,  CS OR THERMI TE I S TO 

BE CARRI ED 

 

Each depl oyi ng sur vey el ement  is to carry  --   

 4 x  body bags 

 4 x  deceased ef fects  bags 

 Number  of  evi dence bags  

 Evi dence recordi ng forms  

 35mm camer a and spar e fi lm 

 2 x  Lar ge shovel  

 1 x  Axe 

 1 x  large sl edgehammer  

 1 x  Chai nsaw and spar e gas  

 Pl i ers  

 Scr ewdr i ver  set  

 2 x  PRC- 25/ 77 wi th spares as per  SOP and spar e bat teri es 

 1 x  10m ant enna 

 200 f eet  mi ne tape (whi te or  orange)  

 Pi cket s/pegs  

 2 x  M18 Smoke Vi ol et  

 2 x  M18 Smoke Yel l ow 

 2 x  M18 Smoke Red 

 4 x  M- 118 1. 25l b C4 and det onat ion assembl i es  (to cl ear  obst acl es)  --  to be car ried 

by depl oyed survey el ement  commander  onl y 

 


