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Hi storical Background to loss of aircraft 66-16185 (Huey UH- 1H)

Oper ation LamSon 719 was a limted-objective offensive canpai gn conducted in

sout heastern portion of the Kingdom of Laos by the armed forces of the Republic of Vietham
(South Vietnam) between 8 February and 25 March 1971, during the Vietnam War. The
United States provided logistical, aeria, and artillery support to the operation, but its ground
forces wer e prohibited by law from entering Lactian territory. The objective of the canpai gn
was the disruption of a possible future offensive by the Peopl € s Arny of Vietnam ( PAVN),
whose | ogistical systemwi thin Laos was known as the Ho Chi M nh Trail (the Truong Son
Road to North Vietnam).

By launching such a spoiling attack agai nst PAVN s long-established logistical system the
Aneri can and South Vietnanmese hi gh commands hoped to resolve severa pressing issues.
A qui ck victory in Laos woul d bad ster the nor ale and confidence of the Arny of the Republic
of Vietnam ( ARVN), whi ch was already high in the wake of the successful Canbodi an
Campai gn of 1970. It woul d aso serve as proof positive that South Vietnanese forces could
defend their nation in the face of the continuing withdrawal of U. S. ground conbat forces
fromt he theatre (known as M etnani sation). The operation woul d be, therefore, a test of that
policy and ARVN s capability to operate effectively by itself.

Because of the South Vietnamese need for security whi ch precluded thorough planning, and
poor execution, Oper ation Lam Son 719 collapsed when faced by the deterni ned resistance.
The canpai gn was a di saster for the ARVN, decinmating sone of its best units and
destroying the confidence that had been built up over the previous three years.

Bet ween 1959 and 1970, the Ho Chi M nh Trail had becone the key logistical artery for
PAVN and the Nationa Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NLF or comnonl y, Viet
Cong), in their effort to conduct military operations to topple the U S. -supported governnment
of South Vietnam and create a unified nation. Runni ng fromthe southwestern corner of
North Vietnamthrough southeastern Laos and into the western portions of South Vietnam
the trail system had been the target of continuous U. S. aerial interdiction efforts that had
begun in 1966. Only snall-scal e covert operations in support of the air canmpai gns had,
however, been conducted on the ground inside Laos to halt the flow of men and supplies on
the trail.
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Si nce 1966, over 630,000 nen, 100,000 tons of foodstuffs, 400,000 weapons, and 50,000
tons of ammuni tion had traveled through the naze of gravel and dirt roads, paths, and river
transportation systens that crisscrossed southeastern Laos and which linked up with a
simlar logistical systemin neighboring Canbodi a known as the S hanouk Trail. However,
follow ng the overthrow of Prince Nor odom Si hanouk in 1970, the pro-Ameri can Lon Nol
regimre had deni ed the use of the port of Sihanoukville to comnuni st shipping. Strategically,
this was an enornous bl owto the North Vietnanmese effort, since 70 percent of all m litary
supplies that supported its effort in the far south had noved t hrough the port. A further blow
to the logistical systemin Canbodi a had cone in the spring and sunmer of 1970, when U. S.
and ARVN f orces had crossed the border and attacked PAVN NLF Base Areas during the
Cambodi an Campai gn.

W th the partial destruction of the North Vi etnamese |ogistical systemin Canbodi a, the U. S.
headquarters in Saigon deterni ned that the time was right for a sinilar canmpai gn in Laos. If
such an operation were to be carried out, the U. S. command believed, it woul d be best to do
it quickly, while Ameri can military assets wer e still available in South Vietnam Such an

oper ation woul d create supply shortages that woul d be felt by PAVN/ NLF forces 12-18

nmont hs later, as the last U. S. troops wer e leaving South Vietnam and t hereby give the U. S,
and its ally a respite froma possible conmuni st offensive in the Northern provinces for one
year, possibly even two.

Ther e wer e increasing signs of heavy communi st logistical activity in southeastern Laos,
activity whi ch heralded just such a North Vietnanmese offensi ve. Communi st offensives
usually took place near the conclusion of the Lacotian dry season (fromCct ober through
Mar ch) and, for PAVN | ogistical forces, the push to nove supplies through the systemcane
during the height of the season. One U. S. intelligence report estimat ed that 90 percent of
PAVN mat eriel com ng down the Ho Chi M nh Trail was being funnel ed into the three
northernmost provinces of South Vietham indicating forwar d stockpiling in preparation for
offensive action. This build-up was al arnmi ng to both Washi ngton and the Aneri can
command, and pronpt ed the perceived necessity for a spoiling attack to derail future
communi st objectives

For the North Vietnanese, the Route 9 - Sout hern Laos M ctory, was viewed as a conpl ete
success. The nilitary expansion of the Ho Chi
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M nh Trail to the west whi ch had begun in 1970 at the expense of

Laotian forces, was quickly accel erated. Laotian troops wer e soon w thdraw ng towar d the
Mekong Ri ver and a logistical artery 60 niles in width was soon expanded to 90 niles.
Anot her result of the operation was a firmdeci sion by the Politburo to launch a maj or
conventional invasion of South Vietnamin early 1972, paving the way for the Nguy én Hué
O fensive, known in the west as the Easter Offensive.
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During Lam Son 719, the U.S. planners had believed that any North Vietnanese forces that
opposed the incursion woul d be caught in the open and decimat ed by the application of
Aneri can aeria might, either in the formof tactical airstrikes or air-nobility, whi ch woul d
provide ARVN troops with superior battlefiel d maneuvering capability. FHrepower, as it turned
out, was decisive, but "it went in favour of the eneny...Airpower played an inportant, but not
decisive rae, in that it prevented a defeat frombecom ng a disaster that m ght have been so
conpl ete as to encourage the North Vietnanese arny to keep noving right into Quang Tri
Province."

The nunber of helicopters destroyed or damaged during the oper ation shocked the
proponents of U. S, Arnmy aviation and pronpt ed a reevauation of basic airnobile doctrine.
The 101st Airborne D vision a one, for exanpl e, had 84 of its aircraft destroyed and another
430 damaged. Combi ned U. S./ARVN helicopter losses totaled 168 destroyed and 618
damaged. During LamSon 719 Aneri can helicopters had flown nor e than 160,000 sorties
and 19 U. S. Arnry avi ators had been killed, 59 were wounded, and 11 were m ssing at its
conclusion. South Vietnanese helicopters had flonmn an additiona 5,500 nm ssions. U S. Ar
For ce tactical aircraft had flown nor e than 8,000 sorties during the incursion and had

dr opped 20,000 tons of bonbs and napal m B-52 bonbers had flown another 1,358 sorties
and dr opped 32,000 tons of ordnance. Seven U. S. fixed-w ng aircraft wer e shot down over
sout hern Laos: six fromthe Air Force (two dead/two mi ssing) and one fromthe Navy (one
avi ator killed).[
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Det ails of loss

A helicopter assault on Tchepone was successful, with the abandoned village seized on
March 6. Two weeks of hard conmbat were necessary for the ARVN t ask force to fight its way
back to Vietnam Towar ds the end of the renpoval, a helicopter fromCompany B, 101st

Avi ation Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Airnobile) was lost.

The aircraft commander, Maj or Barker, distingui shed hinsel f while piloting an observation
helicopter during extraction operations of South Viet nanese troops on LZ Brown, Laos
(situated between FSB Lol a in the Wand FSB Delta 1 in the E). As his aircraft approached
the pickup zone, the eneny unl eashed a barrage of automati c weapons fire upon his
helicopter, forang the attenpt to be aborted. On the second approach, the eneny flak was
so intense that the rescue effort was again aborted. Sustaining severe battle danmage to his
aircraft, Maj or Barker flew hi s crippled airship back to Khe Sanh. Realising that the wounded
per sonnel needed inmedi ate evacuation, Maj or Barker nount ed another helicopter (#185)
and agai n departed to the besieged pickup zone.

Maj or Jack L. Barker, in a Huey UH- 1H, tail nunber 66-16185, again attenpt ed to land to
extract ARVN troops about 20 nmles west of Khe Sanh at LZ BROWN. During this attenpt,
the aircraft came under eneny fire (induding a report of the aircraft being hit with an RPG)
and was seen to spin, explode, and catch fire, then to break up in the air. No signs of
survivors were seen. Because of the presence of eneny forces in the area no subsequent
sear ch could be nade f or survivors.

Four nmen of B Conpany, 101st Aviation Battalion, are presunmed to have died in the crash:
0 ID No 252545785 MAJ Jack Lamar Barker, pilot

o0 ID No John Frands Dugan CPT John Francis Dugan, co-pilot

o ID No 409847948 SGI W IliamE. Dillender, crew chief

o ID No 558686469 PFC John J. Chubb, gunner

Not e: See enclosed file photographs of crew.
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The helicopter is believed to have cone down in rugged/hilly terrain south of Route 9
approximately 12 nmiles E fromTchepone and SW of the crossroads of Routes 9 (running E-
W and 92 (running roughly N-S). G ven the catastrophic nature of the aircraft failure
(including the report of fire) the chances of the aircraft being recovered intact is greatly

di m nished as is the potentia for the discovery of substantial human r enai ns or equi pnent.

Not e: See attached map and aeria photo reference shots in briefing pack
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Taskings and tim ngs

M ssion is to investigate the areas assigned to ascertai n whet her the renai ns of 66-16185
and its crew member s are in those areas and if discovered to conmence the forensic
investigation of the crash site(s) and retrieve any human r emai ns for repatriation to CONUS
for potential identification and further processing.

The mi ssion is scheduled for 1 day.

Depart 0700 Loca 19071974 from helipad

Schedul ed return 1900 hrs Local 19071974. Return location dependent upon survey results
Br eakfast will be served from0530 Local 19071974 in the ness hall

On pad - 0630 19071974 Local

Pl anning and preparation activities - end of briefing - 20000 hrs Loca 18071974

.Benent commander brief-backs - 2030 hrs Local 18071974 in HQ building mai n
conference room

Radi o Frequencies and SO issued 2130 Local 18071974. Comm centre.

Avi ation assets from70 Avi ation Detachnment, 1St Avi ation Brigade - briefing to follow for
deploying elenent commanders at 1730 Local 18071974 in HQ building mai n conference
room

JCRC will deploy 2 3-man survey teans to carry out initial reconnaissance and area
surveillance.

Interpreter(s) will RV at the pad.

Li ai son officers will be net on the ground.

Survey Hement A

El ement Ais to cover area bounded by grids XD515352. Prinary area is the northern slopes
of the feature.
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El ement A Composition

SSG Bi shop - Benent Commander
SSG Ll oyd

SGT Kildine

SGT Child

Survey Henment B

El emrent B is to cover area bounded by grids XD515353. Prinary area is the plateau of the
spur feature and the area to the south.

El ement B Composition

e CAPT Hall - Benment Commander
e CPO Perrin- ECD
e SGT De Garston

Terrain

Hi gh ground, spur, to the south of the Pone river. R sing fromthe valley floor to over 1000
feet. M xed vegetation. LZ SOPHI A EAST approximately 2 nmiles to the N Route 9 runs
approximately 5 mles to the N wth Route 92 running 3 niles to the E

Uniformand equi pment

o All elenent nenbers to wear clearly identifiabl e non-conbat ant JGs ensuring that
coverage of the high visbility panel s is kept to a m nimum

e Hi gh Visibility armbands to be wor n if troops are in possession of them

e Head gear - boonies or ball caps - to be wor n (add high visibility strip if desired)

e [Individua equipnment for deploying elenent nenbers is to include -

O

O OO O O O

O

Mar ker panel - high visihility

RT- 10 radio and spare battery

Pi stol belt (with 2 x V66 ammo case)

M nimum 2 x 1 quart canteen and canteen cover
STABO har ness (with snap links)

Wor k gl oves (minimum 1 pair)

M4 Googl es

Individual first aid kit
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10 feet length 550 cord

Whi stle

Penknife / denmo knife

Bol o, machet e or utility knife

Entrenching tool (rigid or foldi ng)

Compass and maps

Chi nagraph pencil

Lengt h of mi ne tape to nar k areas of interest or danger
Not ebook and pencil

Wat er purification tablets

Sl eepi ng equi prrent

Poncho

Rations and water for 3 days

Rucksack

NO WEAPON OR ORDNANCE E.G FRAGMENTATI ON, WP, CS OR THERMITE IS TO
BE CARRI ED

OO O OO OO O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0

Each deploying survey element is to carry -

4 x body bags

4 x deceased effects bags

Number of evidence bags

Evi dence recording forns

35mm canera and spare film

2 x Large shovel

1 x Axe

1 x large sledgehammer

1 x Chai nsaw and spare gas

Pliers

Scr ewdriver set

2 x PRC-25/ 77 with spares as per SOP and spare batteries
1 x 10mant enna

200 feet m ne tape (white or orange)

Pi ckets/pegs

2 x ML8 Snoke Vi det

2 x ML8 Snoke Yellow

2 x ML8 Snoke Red

4 x M 118 1.25b C4 and det onation assemnblies (to clear obstades) - to be carried
by deployed survey el ement commander only



